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the temperate countries of the North ,* the green
becomes less dark and less monotonous in colour
and the woods begin to show patches of light.
Under the arches of the old trees, all dripping
with rain, the shadows are so thick in the deep
valleys that it is almost night and down there
one finds a great abundance of moss and xin-
known ferns of the most exquisite fineness.
Some small transitory birds begin to be heard
in the branches and a beautiful green-crested
kingfisher abounds in the rivers.
Water fowl also appear in great numbers; in
passing we disturb numerous loons, wild ducks
and geese with gorgeous plumage; all animals
that taste very bad but which we are very glad
to see, nevertheless. Gigantic mussels, which
furnish food for the natives, also do us a great
service; their shells all contain pearls, tinted
pink or blue, which doubtless no one has as yet
thought of using for ornament.
Landings and expeditions are very difficult
things down here; one can never proceed, in
these countries, without hanging on to the
branches and one tires quickly of these sombre
walks, of the silence and complete isolation,
The sailors spend their days in the woods*
cutting trees, for lack of coal, in order to main-"
tain the fires of the engine. They come back
in the evenings, in the darkness of winter, wet
and frozen through, satisfied, nevertheless, if they